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Murray, and marched north on the pretext of a visit to her possessions there.
The Earl of Huntly was the less likely to be the dupe of this alleged pretext inasmuch as his son, John Gordon, had just been sentenced to a term of imprisonment for some trifling abuse of authority which he had committed. He adopted, however, a most submissive attitude towards the Queen, sent messengers to meet her and invite her to break her journey at his castle, and followed the messengers in person to renew the invitation with his own lips. Unfortunately, at the very moment when he joined the Queen, the governor of Inverness, who was a retainer of his, refused to allow Mary to enter Inverness Castle, although it was a royal castle. Murray, to be sure, had already ordered his head cut off on the charge of high treason, being satisfied that there was no profit in bargaining with rebellions of that sort.
This fresh display of the firm hand proved to Huntly's satisfaction that the young Queen did not propose to allow the great lords to resume the almost sovereign power which her father had humbled. For that reason, and notwithstanding the hearty welcome he received, when he learned in the Queen's camp that his eon had escaped from prison and put himself at the head of his vassals, he feared that he should be suspected of being privy to this step, as he doubtless was; so he left secretly that same night to take command of his troops, determined to try the hazard of a battle, as Mary had no more than seven or eight thousand men with her. He declared, however, as Buccleuch did when he tried to wrest James V. from the hands of Douglas, that he had no designs upon the Queen, but upon the Eegent alone,